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To Mr. GroRGE TRoOSSsE. 


S1R, 


Here Preſent to your ſerious Review, in the ſight of the 

World, ſome of thoſe Letters, which I wrote to you 

upon a Subject of great Importance, to all thoſe tha: 
have: Named the Name of Chr i/!. T doubt not but ſome Rea- 
ders, through the Grace of God, {hall be effeAtuaily Influenc'd 
by the Truth contain 1n them. 

I would much rather You ſhould be brought to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth, by the Means of other Men's Argumen- 
tation, than mine own. I beſeech you again, and again to 
conſider the Contents of Mr. BURSCOUGH''S Book: Ani 
have a care You do not entertain any Averſion from what you 
fce He ſo confidently Aflerts ( and I fay fo evidently Proves ) 
unleſs you are Confident, that the Holy Scriptures give you 
Authority ſo to do : And if you have ſuch Confidence, I ſhall 
beſeech you to conſider, as in His Sight, who ſhall Judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, what Grounds you have to be 1o 
Confident, that your Interpretation of the Holy Scriptures 13 
Right, but the Interpretation of All the Ancient Fathers, an 
all Perſons that held Communion with Them, 1s F alſe. 1 
pray God to Bleſs you, and to give you Underſtanding 1n all 
Things, 


Your Faithful Friend, 


and Scrvant, 
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An Anſwer to a Letter from «Mr. G.T. 
Dated [uly 21. 1691. 


S7R, 


Really Thank you for your Letter, and ſhall not pretend 9 
lay any turther Obligation upon you to write to ine, only 

I defire you would Say nothing of what I Say, or Do, but 
with a due Conſideration, that You, and [ mult ſhortly appear 
be tore the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 1 Jo not wonder, that 
you give Me ſuch Foul Language, as Pude, and Cnmannetly, 
ſince you Expreſs ſuch an Admiration of the Perion of F. F. 
whom I know to have been a very Crimwnal Perion, upon 
divers Accounts beſides this Abomination, That he pretended 
io have a Power to Oraain Miniſters of tbe Goſpel, As to my 
Reaſons for calling ham Phanatich, upon the Account of his 
Wreſtling the Holy Scriptures, 1 ſhall at preſent give you the 
Trouble bur of this one Inſtance, but ſhall znfiſt longer on the 
Juſtification of the other Reaſon I alledg'd. In the 182 page 
of his Book, Entitled, 7he Fountain of Life opened, He has 
theſe words, © There are not a whole World, nor half, but 
<* the far leſs part of the World Redeem'd by the Blood of 
*Chriſt. ConJd any One, but a Phanatich, Dare thus to Con- 
tr adift the Holy Scripture in exprets Ferms ? The F*/y Ghoſt 
lays expreſly, 1 7oh. 2.2. Fle 1s the Propitiation for our Sins, 
and not for ours oniy, but for the Sins of the whole World. 
Concerning his Averſeneſs from the Uſe of th: LORD's 
Prayer, you fav, ©] ſhould have askt him while te liv'd, and 
* he would have given me his Realons. You ſhould no tbe ſo 
Politive 1n ſaying to Me what I know to be Falſe. For in a 
Letter he wrote to me, he afſur'd me, that 1t I ſhould write 
again to him, he would return my Letter Unſeal'd, as it came 
to his Hands. And I have Arguments bighly probable, that 
he Pretended to his People, thit the Reaſon he would not en- 
tertain any Correſpondence with me, was this, that I was 
” certain- 


SS 


certainly DiftrafFed. You lay, © If he usd not the T,ORD's 
« Prayer, *twas not becauſe he abſolutely thought his own 
«words to be more Uſeful. To prevent all Cavils, I ſhall 
repeat my own words, © He conceited his own Words to be 
« abſolutely more Uſeful in the Publick Worſhip. Now let 
any Man judge whether the Truth of this does not follow from 
hence, That he never Us'd the words of the LORD's Prayer, 
and always Us'd his own : Therefore 1 tell you again, he was 
a moſt Deteltable Phanalich, and a Perſon moſt injurious to 
the Church of God. What you mean by Standalizing, 1 do 
not certainly know. By G:rv:ug Srandal to the World, I mean 
the giving Men an occaſion of $7, through ſuch an inordinate 
Love to the Writings of 7. F. as 1s apt to make them Swallow 
all his moſt Pernicious Falſe Conceits, of which I hope :n 
Time the World ſhall be fulhciently Inform'd, and Cautton'd 
again(t, 

You ſay, © Theſe are among you ; The Lord's Prayer, the 
&« Decalogue,and Creed are in your Catechiſms, and expounded 
© in them, and by them, and are uſually rehears'd in ſome of 
« your Congregations, and ſo you have the ſame eaſy way to 
* reach the Pcople. 

SIR, I beieech you, have a care of your Sincerity ; do 
not 1n the lealt Prevaricate - We are in the Preſence of the 
God of Truth. Will you ſay, that the Presbyterian, and /n- 
dependent Congregations have the ſame way with the Church 
f England to Teach the People, that AM holy Defwres are con- 
tatnd in the LORD's Prayer, all Fundamental Points of 
Chriſtian Faith 1a the Jpyties Creed ; And that this Creed is 
ſoundly, and Orthoderly Interpreted by what is commonly 
calld the Atcene C:ced, Recited every Lord's Day in the Al- 
ſemblies of the Cheb of England? And are the People in 
theſe Separate Congregations Every IL, OR D's Day minded of 
the Ten Commandinents, and Caii'd upon to Pray ro God to 
have Mercy upon them, aad to incline their Hearts to Keep 
thele Laws? You wrong me in inſinuating that I undervalue 
Preaching. It 1s of great Ule, fo far as it makes the People 
to underſtand how to Prav E#/edtnally, according to the Lord's 
Prayer, and 19 Pclicve the Ar/icies of the Chriſtian Fagh. 
90, 
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So, that by the Aſſiſtance .of the Hoy GhcF#t (in whom they 
ſay they do Believe) they ma ſincerely Love the Lord our 
God, the Father, Sm, and Hol Gho/t, with all their Heart, 
and with all their Soul, and the:r Neighbour, as Themſelves, 
accounting the Habit of Charity, or Drvine Love, neceſſary to 
Salvation. Such Preaching indeed 1s moſt requiſite ; Burt ſuch 
O— as Juſtles out theiUle of the Zrturgy, and takes 
People off from a due Regard to the LORD's Prayer, is moſt 
Pernicious to the Souls of Men. And Ifay gain, and again, 
that in Ten Thouſand of ſuch Sermons, as F. #'s, there is not 
contain'd fuch a Summary of all Truths necellary to'Salva- 
tion, as there 1s in our Cazechi/m, and Litmgy + And there- 
tore I Aver before God, Angels, and Aer, that He was the 
Servant of the DEVIL, 1n Teaching People to deſpiſe our 
Holy Liturgy, and Syducing chem from the Religious Afem- 
blies of the Church of England. Was not F. F. a Separatift 
from the ZDoeFrine of the Church of England, who Denies thi; 
Fundamental Point of Chriſtianity, expreſt in our Catechiſm: ? 
&« T learn to Believe in God the Son, who hath Redeemed Me, 
« and all Mankind. Your Attempt to Juſtify theſe words of 
Dr. Owen, viz. «If the Word doth not dwell with Power in 
&« us, 1t will not paſs with Power from us, 1s indeed very weak, 
tho* your words have ſome ſeeming Subilety ; Pray, how 
& can that proceed from us, which was never in us ? Where 
«the Word was never entertain'd with its due Power, 1t can 
© never be expreſt with 1t. In the ſame Page you ſay, * That 
®& Fudas might Convert Souls, as well as , ag (tho' proba- 
« bly not ſo uſually and frequently.) Anſw. I pray, Sir, muſt 
not the word proceed, or Paſs from him, trom his Tongue, or 
Pen, by which he might Convert Souls ? - May not the Power 
of the Holy Ghoft, that does not Sand7ify the Speaker, or Writer 
of Expreſſions containing Sant7:fyime Truth, Sanctify the 
Hearer, or Reader? Is - Aon any thing more Evident than 
this, thata Man may expreſs SantZrfying Truth, that ſhall be 
accompanied with Power, and Efficacy to the Heart of the 
Reader, or Hearer, tho' (by reaſon of his Obſtinacy :gainſt 
the Sprrit of Truth) 1t proves Zneffeftual to his own Hearrt. 


Yoy do me great wrong 1n ſaving, * That I do very _ 
** fſomely 


S# 


@ ſzmely, and uncivilly give Dr. Owes the Lye, as the Au- 
« thor of a notorious Faiſhood, &#x. which yet (fay you) is 
« Groundleſs. An/w. He 1fays Refleting upon People of Our 
Communion, *© Few there are that think that any AQ, or Duty 
« of their own is Requir'd, &x. which 1 ſay again is a noto- 
rious Falſhood, becauſe every one that Reads, or Hears Our 
Catechiſm, Knows that 1t 1s Requir'd of All Men to Examine 
themſelves, xc. You fay, as Occaſion preſents, ** You join 
« jq the Publick Aſſemblies, and Worſhip of the Charch of 
« England. I have heard to my Comfort, that you have done 
ſo, and that you always uſe the Words of the LORD's Prayer 
in Publick Worſhip. But why wou'd you ſo mightily Ap- 
plaud a Perſon, that never wou'd lay the Words of the Lord's 
Prayer in Publick hers and was always a Profeſt Bitter 
Adverſary to the Ule of the Zitmgy ? As to Socinianiſm, &c. 
I pray conſider, as in the ſight of the God of Truth, the Pa- 
pers | here Prefent you : I believe there have been of late near 
Twenty Books Printed 1n this Kingdom againſt the God-head 
of our Bleſſed Saviour : And think what you _ this1s ta 
me probable in the higheſt Degree of Probability, That in 
Cafe it ſhall be left free to any Miniſter to Say, or ot to ſay 
the Commen-Praycr, this Nation will be a Thouſand times in 
greater Danger to be Over-run with Antr-7rintarianiſm, than 
with Popery, in Caſe the Papy/ts were Tolerated as much as 
other Difſenters from the Church of EZmagl/and. I do moſt 
heartily believe, that it you had obfervd all the Progreſs 
of S:cinianiſm, as I have done near Thirty Years, you wou'd 
abhor to Keep up a Congregation Separate from the Commu. 
nion of the Church ot. Ha Tru I pray God to give you. Un- 
derltanding in all Things : And in all Sincerity I return your 
Sublcription, 


Your Friend and Servant, 


:1 Chriſtian Charity, 
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S 7 R, 
T He Chriſtian Refpe&s I have for you, conſtrain me to 


give an Anſwer to Two Pallages 1n your Letter, which 
I omitted 1n the Papers I fent you laſt Weck. You ſay, in 
Vindication of F. F. trom the imputation of being Phanarical, 
In his Interpretation of the Holy Scriptures, * Suppole he do 
* miſtake in their Meaning, 15s this Enough to make him a 
Phanatick? It fo, lam certain that ſeveral of thoſe Fathers, 
* which you Name, and ſeem to have great Veneration for,were 
* as great Phanaticks as He, for they do very uncouthly Quote, 
<and ve ry urficly Uſe many Paſlages of Scripture, which every 
* Man, that has put his Noſe into them, cannot but percetve. 
Anſw. This 1s a very indecent Expreſſion, ** Put his Noſe 
into them. TI have indeed a great Veneration for thoſe Fa. 
thers, and I concur with them in all thoſe Sen7zments, mn 
which they did all Conſent. I grant they might have ſome 
Failings 1n their [nterpretations of ſome Texts of Scripture, 
but F. #.was more 1njurious to the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
in publiſhing that one perverſe Conceit, that Not half the 
World were Redeemed with the Blood of Chriſt, than thoſe Fa- 
thers were by all the Errors they have Publiſht : And there- 
fore 1t is 1mpollible, but that any Learned Man, ſincerely P1- 
ous, that has ſtudy'd thoſe Fathers, ſhould Abhor that 7. F. 
ſhould be Compar'd with them for Orthodoxy. They all ſhew 
that their Hearts were full of the Senſe of thoſe molt 1npor- 
tant words of the Zoly Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 1. 5. ©Now the Endot 
*the Commandment 1s Charity out of a'pure Heart, and of a 
* 900d Conſcience, and of Faith unfeigned. Of which words 
the Learned and Pious Dr. Flammond gives this Paraphraſe : 
©'The Subſtance and PerfeQtion, or elſe the Deſign and Aim ot 
© Chriſtian Duty being Charity, whoſe Genealogy is this, Faith 
* unfeigned begets a good Conlcience, 7. e. Abſtaining trom all 
«Sin, that Puricy of Heart, that Love of all Men. 1 do not 
Charge Mr. F/ave/ (I ſhall take the Liberty to call him Mr. as 


often, and as feldom as I pleaſe; you may take the fame 
[Liberty 
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Liberty with Me, or with any Friend of mine) as /mpons, or 

Phanatical, but where I can Prove, that his Interpretation 1s 

Repugnant to the true Notion of Charity, or the Love of God, 
our Neg hbour. 

And now I ſhall give you ſome Account of my Princzples, 
and PraFices, with reference to thoſe words of yours ; © Prav 
* why ſhould you now be ſo furious againſt our Separation,an4 
©your miſ-named Schiſm, ſeezng you your ſelf (1f my Infor- 
© mation deceive me not)wrote for the taking away of the Penal 
(Laws, and Teſt? Was not this to give us this Freedom? Whar 
© farther Deſigns you had 1n it, I know not, I hope 'twas not 
t for Popery ; you aſcertain us 'twas not for Non-conformity. 

I afſure you I never wrote for the taking away of the 7e/t, 
nor of all the Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, or other Difjenters : 
What I did was neither for Popery, nor other Aon-conformity, 
but (God 1s my Witneſs) upon a Principle of common Cha- 
rity: (Doing, as I would that 1n the like Caſe( in his own Ap- 
prehenſion) another ſhould Do unto me) I ſay of common 
Charity, both to Papy/ts, and Non-conformiſts. In the Reign 
of K. Charles the Second, when the Magiſtrates of this Town 
were about to Levy the 2c/. a Month upon all thoſe that Re- 
fus'd to go to Church, I wrote in their behalf to the Re- 
corder, and alſo to Sir Edward Seymour : The Proſecution 
cea>'d; and not long after the Recorder (who was of himſc!? 
ſufficiently inclin'd to Lenity) pu me thanks for my Letter. 
In the Year 1680. I publiſht a Paper with this Title : *Some 
i ſeaſonable Words to Mr. Richard Baxter, in which I have 
theſe Words : © It is not the Spirz7 and Genus of the Church 
of England, that has ever prompted any Man to ſpeak to this 
(effet, That the moſt Cenſcrentions Aon-conformiſts deferve to 
*be molt ſeverely Puniſht, rather than the moſt Lewd, and De- 
*bauch'd fort of People. No,Sir,I doubt not but you well know, 
"that the ſincere and obedient Sons of the Church of England 
*deſire, that no other Puniſhment might be inflifted on you, 
* but what 1s truly Pazernal, viz. That which 1s not ſo Heavy 
*as to weighdown a Man's Conſcience by any ſtrong and vehe- 
*ment Temptation, to Do that, which he ſtil] kelieves to be 


*Smful ; or fo Light, that any Man could be willing to incor 
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* the Danger of it, rather than Perform, or Abſtain from ſuch 
© Ations, whoſe Performance or Omiſlion is ſuch, that 'tis 
© very pollible for him to Learn, that it is not any way Forbid- 
* Zen by the LORD our God, who has Commanded us to 
* Submit to every Ordinance of Man, for the LORD's ſake. 

Upon Conſideration of theſe Things, perhaps you may think 
fic to put a better Name than Fry upon the Ardency of my 
{.ndeavours ( to the utmoſt of my narrow Capacity) to leffen 
the Number of the ” pap from the Publick Worſhip of 
the Church of Zg/and. | pray God to Bleſs you, and to lead 
you by his Holy Spirit into all Truth, and ſhall ever re- 
main , 

Your Faithful Friend, 
and Servant. 


. To Mr. R. B. O&. 9. 1691. 


Mr. Baxter, 


Shall here, as in the Preſence of our Bleſſed L O RD, be- 

fore whoſe Judgment-ſeat You and I mult appear withan 2a 
ihort Time, lay betore you ſome of thoſe Many Errours 1n 
your Writings, which tend either to the Himdrance, or the Total 
Ob/ituftion of the Courſe of Chriſtian Praftice. In the Se- 
cond Part of 'the Book you call Catholick Theology, page 111. 
vou have theſe words : © To Forlake ſome ſmaller Sins, tho 
* 1t be neceſlary, neceſſitate Precepti, I think it is not efſen- 
* tial to ſaving Converſion, and Repentance, and neceſfary 
* neceſtate Medi, to Salvation. 

By ſuch a Thought you miſerably Deceive your ſelf, and 
by Publiſhing it you lay a Scandal, or S:umbling-block before all 
ſuch Readers, who are not ſufficiently Aware of your moſt 
Erroneous Confidence, by which they will be in Danger to fall 
into the mol >, an Hypocriſy. To remove this Scandal, 
it 1s moſt certainly your Duty to Declare to the World an 
Aſſeat to this, or to ſome other Propoſition LAqnivalent there- 
unto, That 'tis —_—_— that any Man ſhould be 1n a State 


of Salvation, who Frequently Does ny thing which He Knows 
to 
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to be Sinful, or Omits the Doing of what He Knows to be His 
Duty towards God, or towards Man. 

In your Book of the Life of Mrs. Margaret Baxter, p. 7. 
You have theſe words: *He that ſhould meditate, » yea 
© Love God ſo Intenſely, as to Diſtralt him, would do at over- 
*much. Here you plainly m—_—_ that a Man may Love God 
ſo Intenſely, as thereby to D1/irac?, or make himſelf Mad. 
What #24 Conceits have you of the Love of GOD, the 
BEAUTY of Angels, and /mmorta/ Souls ! Does not the 
Bleſſed Apoſtle, to prevent all ſuch extravagant Conceits, tell 
you expreſly that © This 1s the Love of G OD, that we Keep 
© His Commandments? Can a Man be Overmuch Inclin'd ( 10 
much as to grow Mad, or Diſtrafted by ſuch an Inclination 
to Do what God has Commanded him to Do; or Too Aver/e 
from Doing what God has Forbidden him to Do? Is it poſlible, 
that any Man ſhould grow Mad, or Diſtratted by his Zeal, or 
the /ntenſeneſs of his Will Bent upon ſuch Aftions, which by 
no other Principle than that of Divine Wiſdom he 15 direfted 
unto ? 

In the Book you Entitle Dying Thenghts, p. 69. you ſay, 
tFar he 1t Go wn to ink chan Chrilth Glouficd Spiritual 
* Body is ſuch in Parts, and Dimenſions as his Earthly Body 
*was : That it hath Hands, Feet, Brains, Heart, Stomach, TIn- 
*teſtines, as on Earth. 

Here you Expreſly Deny, that the Glorified Body of our 
Bleſſed Saviour hath AFands, and Feer, and Implicitly you 
Deny, that it has a Forehead, Eyes, Zonth, &c. As for the /x- 
ternal Parts that you mention, 1 doubt I ſhould Partake of 
your Prophane Boldneſs, 1t 1 ſhould enter 1nto a Nice Diſcourſe 
about them. All that I ſhall confidently Aver 1s this, that Our 
LORD has in Heaven an Organized Yoay, 1n all ſuch —_ 
tions which are E£//ential 19 an Flumane Hody. That it 1s Iuch 
in Sualily as it was here upon Earth, no C/r//{zan that I ever 
heard of, did ever Affirm : But certainly he that Nemies, that 
it hath Hands, and Feet, Contraditts the expreſs Word of Goa, 
Deliver'd by Tizo Angels, Atts 1. 11, 12. * And while they 
© looked (tedfaſt] y toward Heaven, as he went up, behold Two 
*Men {tood by them in white Apparel, which alſo faid, Ye 
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© Men of Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up into Heaven ? Thig 
ſame Jeſus, which 15 taken up from you intoHeaven, ſhall ſo 
© come 1n like manner as ye have ſeen him gointo Heaven. 

It He ſhall Come without Hands and Feet, certainly His 
Coming will not be in /ike manner (ir 7&1) as they ſaw Him 
20 mto Heaven. If any One ſhall c_ about the Word 
mc, So, let him be put to Shame and Confufion, by thoſe other 
Words of the Bleſled Angels *O» Tejwor, [n like manner. 

In your Book Entitled Zver/aſting Refi, you Talk very Ex- 
rravagantly concerning the Love of God: And 1n all your 
other Writings on that Subject, there 1s ſome Reſemblance of 
thoſe favoured Conceptions, which here you ſet forth ac 
large. *Long have l been poring, ſay you, Whether the Sin. 
«cerity of Grace, and fo the Difterence between an 7ypocrrte, 
*2nd a True Chriſtian, do conſiſt 1n the Nature, or only 1a the 
© Degree: Whether it be a Gradual,or Specifical Difference; and 
*1I never durlt conclude, that it lay but in the Degree. Firſt, 
* Becauſe of the ſeeming Force of the Objeftions, which I 
* thall anon Anſwer. And Secondly, Becauſe of the conſtant 
* contrary Judgment of All thoſe Divines, which I highhelt 
* valued. 

Can you Reflect upon theſe words, and not be Conſcious to 
your ſelf, of being Moxſtrou/ly Self-concerted, 1n that you De- 
clarce to the World, that you Prefer your own Private Conceits 
before the Judgment of All thoſe, whom even in your own O- 
pinion are the Belt Divines. 1 pray, Sir, Retle& on this Sence- 
{fs Compolure of words, which you produce upon a Pretencc 
vi naintainiug your Parades, v1z. That the Sincerity of Grace, 
and ſo the Difterence between an /7ypocrte, and a True Chri- 
{tian, do not confilt in the Nature, but only in the Degree. *l 
* fay, a Moral Specifical Dillerence, uſually founded 1n a Na- 
*Lural Gradual Difference. If you confound theſe Two Spc- 
* cifications, you wall loſe your ſelves in this Point. 

* Furthermore obſerve that I ſay, that Sincerity of Grace, 
* as Saving, lieth 1n the Degree, not Formally, but as it were 
* Materlally only. The words here following I think not un- 
worthy of an Anſwer. *Comwon Love to God, and Special 
*Saving Love to God, are both Acts of the Will. Anſw.Wher- 
loever 
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er the Will, or Spiritual Appetite 1s truly, and ſincerely 
— u a God, - that Act it ſo Adheres to Him, that ic 
Loves, or Adheres unto no Finite Objed?, but in Reference to 
Him, the One /nfinite Good. And therefore I confidently Aver, 
that what you lay of a Common Love 1s but a FifFton. You 
exprelly Arm that a Choice of Chriſt, and a Conſent that 
He ſhall be ours, together with His Benefits, 1s conſiſtent with 
an Unregenerate State. Which Affirmation of yours is fo 
Notoriouſly Falſe, that I ſhall make no other Refle&ion on it, 
than only to Beſeech you to Conſider , how little cauſe you 
have to Boaſt as you do, that yu have Publiſht ſo many Books, 
ſince you have ſhewn your ſelf ſo Dereſtably Erroneous, even 
in that Book, which has been ſo much Applauded. * He may, 
«will, ſay you, ſpeaking of an Unregenerate Han, Chooſe, Ac- 
© cept, or Deſire Holineſs, and Glory in a Second Place. This 
3s a molt palpable Contraait7ion : For the Nature of FZolmefs is 
to Adhere to God with ſuch an Aﬀe@ion, which is Due Only 
wo the [nfinity of Goodneſs, Luk. 14. 26. *If any man will 
©come to me, and Hate not his Father, and Mother, and Wife, 
*#and Children, and Brethren, and Siſters, yea, and his own 
eLifeu]lo, he cannot be my Diſciple. By Hate in this place 
weare not to underſtand, that we mw/t Love /efs, as you Allert, 
but that we 13u/t not Love them at all, but only In the LORD, 
or For CHRIST'S Sake - we mult 49401 to Entertain any Kind, 
or Degree of Love to any Creature, but only in Subordination 
to the Love of the CREATOR. $So far, as any Man may be 
Conſcious to Himſelf, that he doth SPIRITUALLY Rejoyce 
in All Events whatſoever, Sin only excepted: And that For 
CHRIST'S Sake, he doth moſt Sincerely Delfire the Rea] We! 
fare of the worlt of his Enemies, ſo lar he may be Aflur'd, 
that he Loves the I.ORD JESUS in Sincerity, aud conſe- 
quently that he 13 in a State of Salvation, 

In the Book you Entule Richard Baxter's Penitent Confe/Jun, 
Ard his Neceſ/ary Vindication, pag. 1. You conclude a Delcrip- 
tion of the Nature of Repentance thus, * Nor Live we in an 
*[S1n} that is inconſiſtent with the Predominant Love,of God 
*and Goodneſs. Thele words have a rank ſme of thoſe Two 
molt /zathſome Opinions, vis. That to Forſake (ſuch. as Jy 
call) 
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call) ſmaller S:ns is Not Eſſential to ſaving Converſion, and Re- 
entance : And that ſome Degree of Love to God may be in 
that Heart, where Sin'1s Predominant, 'whick is ſo Evidently, 
and Unqueſtionably F alſe, as it Is True, that theſe words are 
a Part of the Holy Scripiare ; * This 1s the Love of God, that we 
©Keep His Commandments ? vas, that Love the LORD 
JESUS inSincerity, Renounce, Forſake, Abhor al] Known 
Sin Dire, and Formally, And all Sin Unknown Conſequenth, 
and Yirtually, vis. in as much as they ſtedfaſtly Purpoſe to 
Forſake any Pradtice, tho' _ have been never ſo much Ac- 
cuſtomed to it, if ever they ſhall be Convinc'd that it 1s any 
way Sinful. Pag. 66. ©I told them, ſay you, that ſome Foul 
«£ Sins, that have got advantage by Cuſtome, may ſtand with 
© ſome Degrees of Grace. Well may you call the Writing of 
ſuch a Book as this, an Unſavoury Employment, p. 85. Since 
you were Conſcious to your ſelf that it was Unſ/avoury, why 
would you Publiſh it to the Diſhonour of God, and the giving 
{o great a Scandal to ſo many poor Souls, whom you ſo En- 
courage to Rail at their Superionrs, and to Conceit, that ſome 
Foul Sins may eonfiſt with ſome Degrees of Grace ? Sometimes 
you ſhew, that you have ſome good Inclinations: I Pray God 
you may have more of them, and that they may not be as 
the Morning Cloud, and as the Early Dew that paſſeth away. 
Pag. 4-1. you tell us, that © While yon Liv'd in St. G:ks's Pariſh, 
* you went Morning and Evening to the Pariſh Church to Com- 
* mon Prayer, and Sermon ; and Communicated Kneeling at the 
* Rails. By theſe words of yours I am Animated to ſpeak 
thus to you Before God, and F7is Holy Angels. 1 Beſeech you, 
By the Mercies of God, that you would moſt Seriouſly Con- 
{ider, whether you had not Done Well,and as becomes an Honeſt 
Man, and a Sincere Chriſtian, if you had beſtow'd your La- 
bours 1n a conſtant Endeavour, to Perſwade all ſorts of Non- 
Conformiſts, to Communicate 1n the Publick Worſhip of Al- 
mighty God with the Biſhops, and thoſe Miniſters of the Goſpel 
that Officiate Under them, And not in Endeavouring»to De- 
tend, and” Encourage them in a Contempt of thoſe Ecclefraſii- 
cal Conflitutions, by which they are Enjorn'd to that Commu- 
#102, which by your own Prat#ice you have Declard _ "1 
OIA0, 
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that you Judge to be Inoffenſive to a ſure Conſcience. 
or ORD Give you Underſtanding in All _—_ So 


Prayeth 
Your Servant, 
&. &- 


To Mr. G. T. Of. 28. 1691, 


eMr. Troſs, 

Beſeech you, by the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of our Lord 
I Jeſus Chriſt, that you would take it into your deepeſt Con- 
fderation, this Animadverſion upon Mr. F/ave/ſ's Anſwer to 
the Twentieth Queſtion in his Sea-mas's Catechiſm. * But I 
© have not ſtrength of my own to come to Chriſt by, and is it 
©not Abſurd to urge me upon Impoſlibilities 1n order to my 
© Salvation ? 

This is indeed a Queſtion of the Greateſt impertance to the 
Souls of Men. The Anſwer that 1s given to it by all true 
Chriſtians is this, That tho' of our ſelves, or in our Natural 
Strength we are not able to Do any thing Acceptable to God, 
we may do all things through Chrilt Enabling us : And Chrif 
Offers the Aſſiſtance of his ZZoly Spirzz to All thoſe, who upon 
the Hearing of the Goſpel are ſenſible of their own Impotency 
to come to Chri/?, or to Walk 1n the Hays of God. The An- 
ſwer which 7. F. gives to this Queſtion 1s Contrary to the 
Senſe of all true Chriſtians : For he would Perfwade a Man to 
AR, in order to his Salvation, in his own Natural Strength. 
You are more abſurd, ſays he, in pleading, and pretending 
*your Impotence againſt your Duty : To which I Reply, That 
no Man ſhajl ever be Able to Perform any Duty that he owes 
unto God, til] he ſhall be Convinc'd that of Himſelf, or in His 
own Natural Strength, he Can do nothing, ut S$zx. * For you 
* think, ſays he, you have a Power to come to Chrilt, elſe how 
* dy Yutet your Conſciences with Promiſes and Refolves of 
* Converſion hereafter ? Anſw. They Follow the Father of 
Lies, who quiet their Conſciences with any thing, but a ſin- 
cere 
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cere Reſolution to Abſtain from all Known $1a, and to Perform 
all Known Duties, both towards God, and towards Man. No- 
thing can be more Abſurd, than for One, who Profeſles himſelf 
to be a Preacher of the Goſpel, to diſſwade Men from Believ- 
ing, that of themſelves, or without the Divine Aſſiſtance, they 
are altogether Unable to Perform any Duty, to do any thin 
Acceptable to God. Whoſe Mercy I 1mplore in the Name 0 
Jeſus Chriſt, that he would open the Eyes of all thoſe Men, 
who Err, and are Deceiv'd by ſuch Preachers, wy gy Flavel, 
that they may no longer Follow thoſe Blind Guacs. 

Sir, I have Conſider d what Mr. Baxter ſays in the Book 
mention'd in your Letter, Dated Zuly 21. And I ſhallEntreat 
you to Conſider, what I ſay to Mr. Faxter in a Letter I have 
lately ſent him, which if he do not Anſwer, | muſt take the 
Liberty to think his Silence proceeds from his being Eonſci- 
ous to himſelf of his -Inability to make any plaulible Pretence 
of any Rational Vindication, &%x. Mr. Flave/s Pretence of 
Contempt cannot ſerve Mr. Zaxter's turn ; for above Twenty 
Years ſince He ſent me divers Elaborate Letters, in a Diſpute 

that requir'd mnch Reading, and the deepeſt Contemplation. 
The words in my laſt Letter to him, that T requeſt you to 
conſider are theſe : © You ſhew that ſometimes, gc. 

They, and they only may be ſaid to be of the Church of 
England, who in Word and Deed acknowledge themlſelves 
under an Obligation of Conſcience, to Communicate with Her 
conſtantly in the Publick Worſhip of Almighty God, which 
if you would do, 1 have ſuch an Opinion of you, as to believe, 
that you would Deſerve an Extraordinary Great Eſteem from 
all the True, and Living Members of the Church, from whom 
that F. F. Deſerv'd an Everlaſting Deteſtation is,and ever ſhall 
be moſt confidently Afſerted by 


Your faithful Friend, 


and Seryant, + 


E. E. 


Sf5 


IE. 


FO —— 


Au Anſwer to Mr. G. T's Letter, Dated 
Nov. 5. 1691. 


S7X, 


Hough you tell me, that you are never like to be a Member 

of the Church of Zng/land, if my Deſcription of Church- 
Members be Orthodox, I am ſo confident,that 1t is your Duty tv 
be a Member of this Church, and I retain ſo Charitable an 
Hope, that you will never he in the Number of thoſe, that 
Rebel Agr the Light, that I Dare not yet to Deſiſt from my 
Endeavours, to Perſwade you to be of our Communion : where- 
fore I do molt earneſtly Entreat you, to Peruſe the Book I here 
ſend you, Written by that moſt Excellent Perſon. ſo Eminent 
for all true Virtue, and Godlineſs, Biſhup HALL. Thc 
God of Truth 1s my Witneſs, that it is not Prejudice, but the 
Love of the Truth, that makes me to Deteſt that Paſſage in the 
Sea-man's Catechiſm, which you undertake to Vindicate. You 
ſay in Defence of it : * is it not abſurd for any Man to make 
© his Impotency a Plea againſt his Duty ? I Anſwer : It is not 
Abſurd, but moſt Rational for any Man to Plead his Natural 
Impotency againft thoſe that world perſwade him to Do his 
Duty, to do any thing 1n order to his Salvation, in, his own 
Strength. ©* Are there not many, ſay you, who think they 
*have a Power of their own to come to Chriſt ? 1 ſuppoſe 
there are many ſuch: But they muſt not be Allow'd in this 
Conce1t, but muſt be Taught, that 'tis 1mpollible for them to 
do any thing Acceptable to God, but by the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
whicl, by the Father of Lights,for CHRIST's fake, 1s /recy 
Offered unto them. 'Tis manifeft, that Mr. F/ave] Allows hin, 
to whom he ſpeaks in this place, 1n this Falſe Conceit, thar 
he has a Power of his own to come to Chriſt : For he men- 
tions 1t to ſhew, that ſuch a Man is Abſurd, and Guilty of a 
Self-Contradifion, in ſaying : © But I have no ſtrength of my 
*own tocome to Chriſt by,and is it not abſurd to urge me to1m- 
C polltbilities 
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© oolſibilities in order to my Salvation ? I ſhall now give you 
ſome of my Refle&tions on what you ſay in Defence of Mr 
Baxter : viz. © That a Miniſter of Chriſt, call'd by God to 
«Preach the Goſpel, and Authoriz'd by Man, may lawfully 
© Jeave a Laical Communion with your as 63, oven to go, 
© 1nd Preach to whom he 1s called. And what great Reaſon 
© he hath to make it his grand Work, to preſs others to the 
© Communion of the Church of -*> nad in thoſe things,which 
© he himſelf judges at belt but indifterent, and his Hearers may 
© judge finful - and fo he himſelf knows he may ſerve God ac. 
© ceptably without them, and his People believe they cannot 
© do ſo with them, judge you. Anſw. "Tis manifeſt, that Mr 
Baxter Vindicates himſelf for his Communicating in Pas. 
lick Worſhip with the Church of England, and not only in 
thoſe things, which he judges to be at beſt but /ndifferent - 
And therefore He mult needs be Guilty of Groſs Impiety, in 
Encouraging any fort of People to ſeparate themſelves from 
that Communion, which they are Oblig'd unto by the Engi 
Laws Fccleſiaftical and Cruih, and by the common Bonds of 
Chriftianity, which oblige us to Hold Publick Communion with 
all Chriſtians in the World, ſo far as it may be done without 
Sin. I Beſeech you to conſider theſe things, as in the preſence 
of our Bleſſed LO RD, who 75 ready to Fudge the Quick, and the 
Dead. Iam 


> Your Faithful Seryant. 


To Mr. G. T. 

8-1; 
] Shall-ſay nothing at preſent concerning Mr. F/avel, but that 
I am heartily ſorry to ſee you are ſo Partial in your Judg- 
ment of his Writings : Of the Cenſure I paſs on them l.de- 
iign (God willing) to give an Account to the World very 
Ipeedily : Bur I ſhall not make any Refleftion upon you, or 
any Wrating I receive from you. And in all things I ſhall 
carry my ſelf towards you with all imaginable Candor, and 
Civility. You fay, I have a deſign to Proſelyte you, &c 
1 have 
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I have no Hopes to perſwade you to Grant, that Presbyteriau 
Ocdination in Exg/and is Null, and of none EtteR, any other 
way, than by Earceating you to peruſe ſuch Writings on that 
SubjeQ, asl[ ſhall Lend, or Give you. I conſider, that I mult 
give Account at the Laſt Day for _ word I ſpeak of any 
Man. I have found Mr. Zaxter Guilty of Groſs Jmprety 
upon many Accounts, parucularly that mot Execrable Fere/y, 
(which his Sc4i/rm occaſion'd) in his Book Entitled Dy;ng 
Thoughts, p. 69. For which I call'd him to Repentance in the 
laſt Letter I ſent him, in theſe words : * Here you exprelly 
© Deny, Oc: 

I hope I ſhall be able very ſhortly, to give you the ſight of « 
Satisfactory Anſwer to the Printed Letters you mention, con- 
cerning Ecclefiaſtical Government. Peter Dumoulin was 
fully Anſwer'd by Biſhop Ararevws, in his Letters to him, tho' 
Mr. Baxter 1n one of his Books 1nfinuates,as it Biſhop Andrews 
in thoſe Letters, ſhew'd himſelf to be of the Opinion, that it 
was Lawful for Presbyters ro Ordain Presbyters; for which 
Fault (to give it no worle Name) He ought certainly to have 
Repented. F-grve you many Thanks tor your Offer to Lend 
me BlondePs Book, and in Requital I here Preſent myThought; 
in Print of that Elaborate Undertaking, ro E vacuate the Right 
of Epiſcopacy, which the Gates of Fel! ſhall never Prevail 
again(t, " *C 
OY Sermon I ſend you, you may keep Three Week;, or a 

onth., | 

| Concur with you in thoſe Charitable Sentiments, which 
you expreſs 1n the Concluſion of your Letter. But I mult de- 
clare, that I am Confident, that the Ardent Indignation I ex- 
preſs againſt ſome Men's wicked Errors, 13 no Oncharitable 
Heat, {as you ſpeak) but the Reſult of 7rue Charity, of a 
Principle of Doing to all Men,as I would, that in the Like Caſe, 
any Man ſhould Do unto Me. My Charity prompts me to Be- 
leve, that the Rough Language you give me, ont of your Z-al 
(tho' Miſ-guided) tor Mr. F/avel's undue Reputation, proceeds 
irom no diſhoneſt Principle, and rherefore 1 am not in the leaſt 
Oftended at it. I do not deny, but what you 117 of 2 Natural- 
Moral Impotency may be taken in an Orz:dix Sens 7 = I 

2 afhrm, 
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afſicm, that our Blefſed LORD 1a the Goſpe/ Offers to every 
Man the Aſliſtance of His Holy Spirit, to take off that Natu- 
{ural-moral Inability, or per Se om the trne Good, &c. 

I have written againſt the Falſe DoCtrine that has been 
Publiſht by with great Severity, 1n a Letter to Him- 
{elf, and to divers other Learned Men. In ſomeThings I Vin- 
dicate Dr.Owen againſt him. I Beſeech Almighty God, to give 
us all Grace, to mind that Precept of the Holy Apoſtle : * My 
© Brethren, have not the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
© Lord of Glory, with reſpeCt of Perſons. 


I am 
Your moſt Faithful Friend, 


and Servant, 


E. E. 


To Dr. WILLIAM BATES, Eaſter-Tueſday 


I 6 9 2. 
SIR 


B\ a Sermon, of yours, that I heard above Thirty Years 

_ and by what I have Read of your Wrirings, I con- 
ceiv'd ſuch an Opinion of you, that I hardly ever ſpake of you, 
but with ſome Expreſſion of an Eſteem for you, as a Perſon of 
a very Candid and Peaceable Temper : But I muſt confeſs my 
Thoughts of you, as to your Morals, are much Alter'd, by the 
Reading of your Extravagant Encominm of Mr. R. Baxter, 
and your moſt uncharitable Refle&tions on thole Excellent Per- 
ſons, who, by the Bleſſing of God, Prevail'd againſt him, in 
hismoſt Impious Endeavours, to Extirpate the Epiſcopacy, and 
Liturgy of the Church of Englaud. I have ſome Hopes that 
Mr. Baxter 1s 1n Heaven ; but my Hopes would have been 
much greater, if you had told us, that he Repented Dire&ly, 
and __— of the wicked Errors he has Publiſhe. 1 pur 
him 1n mand of ſome of them, in a Lerter I ſent him not Fas 
belore 
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before his Death, particularly of this : * Richard Baxter's Dy- 
© ing Thoughts, P- 69. *Far be 1r irom us to think,chatChriſf' g 
c is ſuch in Form, Parts and Dimenſions, as his Earghly 
« Bod) was : That it hath Hands, Feet, Brains, Heart,Stomach, 
Liver, Inteſtines, as on Earth. That it is ſuch in Quality, 
2s it was here upon Earth, no Chriſtian, that I ever heard of, 
did ever affirm : But that it hath Hands and Feet, no Chri- 
ſtian, thar I ever heard of, did ever deny. 

F could not Read theſe words of yours without great Indig- 
nation: *The Old Clergy, from Wrath and Revenge, were very 
ative 'to carry on, and compleat that A [v:z. The AQ of 
Cane wy 

Sir, Did You ever F7va Yeoce, or by any Writing Endea- 
your to Convince them, that they had been Guilty of fuch hor- 
rid Hypocriſy, as to at by the [nitigation of the Devil, 1n 2 way 
of [nordmate Anger, and REVENGE, whilſt they Profelſt to 
a&t in the moſt ſolemn Manner, for the Glory of God, and the 
Salvation of Men. If you never Wrote, or ſpake to them, gc. 
I ſhall Jeave '1t, to yoyr own Conſcience to Tres whether it 
were not an AQ rd F Bxrbarous, and Inhumane, to caſt upon 
Them fo great a Reproach, ſo many Years after their Death. 
T had the Happineſs to be moſt intimately Acquainted with 
One.of 'Them, Biſhop Gunnmg - My Acquaintance began in 
1639. [ſome Years before his Death I frequently Convers'd 
with hith Him : I knew Him as well as 't1s poſſible for me to 
know-any Man; and1 think 1t my Duty to give to You, and to 
all the World, this Teſtimony of Him, before God, and his 
Holy Angels, That He was an Iſraelite imdeed, m whom there 
was #20 Gale Tf 'any Man ſhould fay to me, that he ated in 
that Great Aﬀayr, upon a Principle of Revenge, I ſhould tell 
him, that he ſpake by the Inſtigation of the Father of Lies, 
and expos'd"himſelf to the Vengeance of the God of Truth. 

I conſider, that it can be but a very ſhort Time, before You, 
and I muſt appear before the Jugdment-ſeat of Chriſt, where 
| muſt give aw Account of what 1 have here Written, and you 
of the Temper of Mind, with which you Receive it from 


Your Servant, fur CErilt's ſake, 
Edm. Elys. 
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To Mr.GnoRGE TROSsE, March 34 
I691. 

S TI R, ; 

do once more Entreat you, to take into your deepeſt Con- 

ſideration, what I ſay in the Paper I ſent you,, De Fure E. 
piſcopatus. Is it not Evident, that Bong), in his large Trea- 
tiſe, Endeavours-to impoſe upon the World a Eonceit, that 
Presbyters have a Power to Ordain Presbyters? And would he 
not inſinuate, that St. Fierome was of the ſame Opinion ? And 
yet he cites theſe very Words of St. Hzierome - * Nihil E X- 
*<CEPTA ORDINATIONE faceze Epiſcopum, quod 
© Presbyter non faciat. Would he not Inſinuate, that Saint 
Chryſoffome was of this Opinion, that Presbyters, &yc. And 
yet He cites theſe Words of St. Chry/o/tome, Thy xeeanvies wd- 
mv AUTQ) AvageBingor : So that 'tis manifeſt, that this Yerboſe 
Writer Ovyer-throws his own Deſign. I, wuſt apply..my ſelf 
to ſo much of ( what you call) my Yon Rhetorich, az,to 
ſay, that I have little, or no Hope of the. Salvation of any Man, 
who ſhall Perſiſt, to the End of bis Days, in making lrebt of 
ſuch an Argument for the Right of Zpyſcopacy, as that whig 
I expreſs 1n theſe few Words : © Ex ws Para, qa 
* Apoſtolos Immediate ſeu Proximo Szculo -vixerunt, Toto 
© Orbe conſtttuta eſt gaozow?, quatenus Presbyterto pracellit : 
© Tudicet Aquus LeQor an fieri potuiſſer, ut aliquid Summi a- 
© pud Omnes Chriſtianos momenti Toto Orbe ex mente Patrum, 
* qui poſt Apoſtolos [Immediate vixerunt, alia ratione Conſtitu- 
* rum eflet, nifi juxta Pracepium, vel Exenplum, quod pl 
© Tradiderunt ApoFFol:. -4>41 on 

my Siſter preſents her Service to You. She deſires, that I 
would acquaint you, that ſhe ſays, ſhe cannot bot wonder how 
'twas polfible, that in reading Mr. Flavel's Book,Entitled, *The 
Reaſonableneſs, gc. you ſhould over-look that moſt notorzous 
ſlanderous Paſlage, p. 99. * What is the matter whenall is fift- 
*ed and examined 2 Why, the matter is this ; ſome will be 
* more ſerious, {trift, and conſcientious, than others _ 
C t, 
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«fit, or neceſſary for them to be. They dare not Curſe, Swear, 
* Whore, and be Drunk, as others do. 
Tis ſtrange, that you would make uſe of {uch a Word, as 
? in the Concluſion of your laſt Letter. The Ap- 
uſe of the greateſt Potentates, or the greateſt Scholars upon 
Earth, could not give me the Thouſandth part of that De- 
light and SatisfaQuon, which, Bleſſed be G O D, I continually 
Enjoy in the Refletions I wake on thoſe words of the F7oly A- 
poſt, © Therefore we both Labour, and ſuffer Reproach, be- 
cauſe we truſt in the Living GOD. I am, 


SIR, 


Your Faith ful Seryant, 
E.E. 


CO _ 


To Mr. GEORGE TROSSE. 


"© ” 
J* you ſhew'd the laſt Letter you ſeat me, to any Perſon what- 

ſoever, you did me great Wrong, in Repreſenting Ve as 
One, that Believes all Non-contormilts to be 1n a State of Dam- 
nation,*&c. Upon this I ſhall give you ſome of my RefleQtions, 
when 1 ſhall be more at leiſure. At preſent 1 ſhall only tell 
yon, that What you ſay may ea/i!y be Anſwer'd, can no ſooner 
be Anſwer'd, than it can be Prov'd that, tho' St. Fierome Ex- 
cepted the Power of Ordination, from the Power he attributesto 
Presbyters, yet he Grants, that they had that Power : And tho' 
St. ChryſofFome, ſpeaking of Biſhops, and Presbyters in the 
ny the ts ſays, tar the Biſhops were above them 
only in Point of Ordiaation ; yet he believ'd, that the Presby- 
ters had a Power to Ordain, as well as the Biſhops. You ſay, 
that Blondel has ſuffi:iciitly prov'd, from Scriptural Arguments, 
and Monuments of Antiquity, tnut Presbyters have a Right to 
Ordain Presbyters + 1 deſire you would ſhew me one of thoſe 
Arguments. The Good LORD give us all Grace to Love the 
Truth, and Peace, I am conſtant}y 


Your Fi3thin Friend and Servant. 


— 
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To eMr. G. TRoOss. 
SIR, 


"Thank you for your laſt Letter : I grant, that B/ende! would 
I fain perſwade the World to believe, that St. Hierome in 
theſe words, Zxcepra Ordinatione, had Reſpect to the Age in 
which he Liv'd, but not to the Times of the Apoſtles. But 
in this ſame Epiſtle (Ad Zvagrium) St. Fierome clearly ſhews, 
that He believ'd, that in the Times of the Apoſtles, and fo 
Continually to the Age in which He Liv'd, the Biſhops had 
ſome Pre-eminence above other Presbyters; in which certainly 
He had Reſpe& to what He had ſaid in the ſame Epiſtle, v:z. 
That the ZBiſhops had the Power of Ordination, which the 
Presbyters had not. 

Tho'I {till diſlike the word Applauſe, I grant, that I ſhould 
be very Blamable, if I were Unmindful of that Saying of the 
Bleſſed Apoſtle : © Do that which is Good, and thou ſhalt have 
©Praiſe of the ſame: And that of So/omon, * A Good Name 15 
© Better than Precious Ointment. But 1 would rather be 
Clamour'd againſt by Thouſands of thofe, who Diſregard our 
Holy Liturgy, than Deſiſt from Endeavouring, with All my 
Might, to Reclaim them from their Wicked Errors. 

You ſay, You cannot gueſs why I write only De Jure Epi/- 
copatus, and leave out Drvins. My Reaſon for ſo doing 1s this, 
That IT have Obſerv'd a great deal of Uſeleſs A/tercation abour 
theſe Terms, Divinum, Apoſtolicum, Ficleſtaſticum, which I 
Endeavour'd to Avoid. It will be ſufficient for Me, if You, 
or any other, with whom I have to do in this Controverly, 
will grant what I Aſert, pag. 13. *Summa, ac Pleniſhima Po- 
* teſtate, quam Ecclefiz ſuz Dedit CHRIST US Dominus, 
* & Deus Noſter, Conſtiturum efle Epiſcopalem Ordinem & Pre/- 
byterali Diſlinftum. Grant this, and then 'tw1ll be Indifferent 
to Me, whether you call the Jus Epriſcoparus Divinum, Afv- 
flolicum, or Eccleſiaſticum. 

You were pleas'd to uſe theſe words : © T cannot bur ſtand 
* Aſtonzſht at that uncharitable, and horrible Expreſſion of 
YOUrs, 


[ 23 ] 


« yours, That you have little, or no hope of the Salvation of 
© ſach a One, as ſhall make light of your Argument for your 
© Epiſcopacy. | 
f Pray, Sir, take a Review of my words: They were theſe : 
{T have little, or no o_ of the Salvation of any Man, who 
«ſhall Perſiſt, to the End of his Days, in mating /j2ht of {ich 
©2n Argument, for the Right of Epilcopacy, as that Which 1 
© Expreſs 1n theſe Few words: You ſce I do not call it Mv 
Argument : I Attribute nothing to my ſelf, but the Expret- 
ſing itinſo Few words. 'The Argument has been often us'4 
before I was of Age to think of the Controverſy: And 'tis 
Obvious to any Man, that has been Verlt in Church: Hiſtory. 
You your felt Declare in this very Letter, 7 hat the moft Rigid 
Presbyterian may Subſcribe every Word thereof. 1 will not 1av, 
that any Man, that will Subſcribe every Word thereof, 15 1n 
the Number of thoſe, that doat preſent mate 7247 of it ; much 
leſs can I be confident, that ſuch a One wilt Perſiſt, to the 
End of his Days, i mating /ight thereof. Far be ut from me 
to ſay, I have little, or no Hope of the Salvation of any Man, 
that Lives and Dies in au Opimon, thar Presbyters have #« 
Power to Ordain Presbyters : But he that has ſuch an Argu- 
ment, as 1 mention'd, Expreſt to him in Terms by him clear; 
Underſtood; And Prefers his own Private Judgment before 
the Judgment of All Eccleſiaſtical Governours, in the Age 
Next to the Apoſtles, and mates /12ht cf, or Deſpiles an Argu- 
ment Drawn from the Conicnt of All thoſe Holy, and Learncd 
Men, I do not think that Man to be Invelted with that Chr1- 
ſtun Humility, which 1s Neceſlary to Salvation. Since you 
Talk of My Epiſcopacy, | delire you would more plainly Con- 
lider what it1is: 'Tis a Power Confer'd upon ſome Men to Or- 
dain Deacons, Presbyters, and Biſhops, v/z. other Ordaings, 
which Power is not confer'd upon All Presbyters. I ſhall nor 
undertake ro Determine, what Power of Government 1s the 
Natural Reſult of this Paternal Power, v2. of Ordination Bur 
tis Self-Evfdent, that Biſhops, having the Sole Right of Or- 
dination, are Superiour to Presbyters, that never Receiv'd 
any fuch Right, or Power. 


D Tholc 


_ 
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Thoſe words, ©*Summi apud omnes Chriſtianos momenti, 
I Tranſlate thus: *Of —_— Great Moment, or Impor- 
© tance to All Chriſtians. I ſhall ſay no more at preſent of 
Epiſcopacy. As for the Engliſh Liturgy, I mult Aver to all the 
Wold, that he that Seduces any One Perſon, from Worſhip- 
ing Almighty God, According to this Liturgy, 1s moſt Injur1- 
ous to All the True Members of the Church of England; And 
conſequent]y, to All thole Chriſtian; in the Whole World, 
who Approve Our moſt Excellent Liturgy, And fo Hold Com. 
munion with Us. I Pray God to Bleſs You, And to Lead You 
by His Holy Spirit into All the Ways ot Truth, and Peace. 


Your Faithful Friend, 


and Servant, 
E. E. 


— - - 4 w—_— 


70 eMr. JosEpnH HALLET, June Io. 
I6y 2. 
STR, 


Il Earneſtly Entreat you, By the Profellion you make of 
Deſiring the Propagation of the Belief of All Sandti- 
fying Truth , that you would Endeavour to Convince Me , 
if you concelyve there 1s any Falfſehood in the Paper * I 
{end you, 
Your Servant, and the 
Servant of All Men 
For Chriſt's Sake, 


Y Edm. Elys. 


* Animadverſions Upon fume Paſſrges in @ Fock, Entitled, The 
*True Nature of a Golpel-Church, and its Gove: ment. 


Alt 
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An Anſwer 10 < Mr. 'TRossE's Letter, 
Dated June 34. 169 2. 


SIR, 


'17T* 15S ſtrange that you do not Obſerve, that thoſe word: 
T of St. Hierome, which you Recite to Provc, that the 
Office of a Presbyrer, and a Biſhep 18 the Same, mult be unde: 
{tood with that Limitation, which St. E/i:rome himfelt Ex 
prefſeth in theſe words, EXCEPTA OKDINATIONE. 
God 1s My Watnefs, that (1t I know anv thing of My owu 
. Heart) there 1s not any Sin, from which ] am more Free, thau 
that, which in your laſt, and another Letter, youu ſeem to 
Suſpe&t me to be Guilty of, ws. The Vanity to Afed? the 
Fame of making a Proſe/yte, &&c. You ſy, * Our Saviour tells 
cus, 'twas nut in his Power to give the highelt Degree 11: 
'Heaven to any; and will you take upun vou to Qualify th; otc 
© who ſhall enter into it, and who ſhall not. nſw. God þ., 
bid, that I ſhould take upon me to Qualify thoſe, who 1h! 
center into Heaven, gc. But, as I am a Minitter of the Gofpc:, 
I have Authority to Shew, according to the Scriptures, wha. 
Qualifications are Necellary to Salvation, or an Entrance into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. One of theſe Qualifications I Aflerr 
to be the Habit of True HUMILITY : And I fay again, (ns 
1s not to Recur (as you ſpeak} to what I have faid alreadr, 
but to Stand 077) As 1n the Preſence of Almighty God, and 
His Holy Angels, That as for any One, who *Prefers His own 
* Private Jugdment Before the Judgment of All Eccleliaſtica] 
*Governours, in the Age Next to the Apoſtles, and makes /z2h: 
*of, or Deſpiſes an Argument Drawn from the Conſent of All 
*thoſe Holy, and Learned Men, I do not think ſuch a Man to 
© be Inveſted with that Chriſtian Humility, which is Neceflary 
*to Salvation. I ſhall once more Entreat you to Ponder in 
your Heart, the weighty Sence of theſe few words in the Ser- 
mon I Lent you. *Irt 1s obſervable, that hardly any thing 
*does occaſion more Bitterneſs, and Heat, than an Unwar- 
*rantable Departure from a Church, which impoſes nothing 
D 2 © Sinful, 
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« Sinfu], as a Term of Communion. For Separatiſts, to Juſti. 
© iy their Departure, will be apt to charge great Faults, how 
<1:ttle ſoever deſerved, upon the Society they have left, and 
*{o of courſe grow more and more ſower, and cenſorious, 
* whereby Antmoſities will encreaſe, and the Breach will be 
© continually widen'd by freſh Provocations. 

Mr. Burſcough's Book you may keep a Month : He's Ready 


io give Satisfaftion to any Man, of a Contrary Judgment, 
that ſhall make any ObjeRtion againſt any Paſſage in it. The 
Paper Againſt the Anti-Trinitarians, IT defire you would Ac- 
cept with the ſame Kindneſs, with which at 15 Preſented to 
;0u By 


Your Faithful Friend, 


aud Servant, 
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To the READER. 


INCE the writing of theſe Letters, I have ſeen an Ex- 

cellent Book in Defence of Ep iſropacy, Written By the 
Right Reverend Father in GOD, HF ( MAS MORTON, 
Late Lord Biſhop of Dureſme: Publiſht by Sir HENRY 
YELVERTON Baronet, with an Excellent Preface, Con- 
cluding with theſe words : * Since all Truth 1s great, and will 
©preyall, T cannot but hope this Truth will have a good Suc- 
ceſs. If the conſtant Praftice of the Primitive Church, it 
the Authority of all the great Reformers 1n the Proteſtanr 
Church, if the Univerſal Conſent of Ancient Holy Fathers, 
©;f the concurrent Teſtimony of Modern Divanes , if the 
© Confeſſions of ſo many great Divines in our late 11} Times, 
the Blood of Arch-Biſhop LAUD, or the Martyrdome ot 
Our late blefled Sovereign, have any Rhetorick at all, let 
©theſe compel thee to forſake theſe Separations, and to return 
*to the Solme of that Church, whoſe Orders are Apoſtol:ical, 
© whoſe Ceremonies are Primitive, and whoſe DoCtrine 1s molt 
*Orthodox. I ſhall Recite the Jaſt Setion of this molt Learned, 
and Pious Diſcourſe, which 1 am confident will Smite the 
Heart of any Presbyterian , that has but the leaſt Spark of 
Chriſtian Ingenuity. *Never did, nor could any deny, but 
*that every of the Angels of the Seven Churches of //zz had 
*the Approbation of Chriſt himſelf after his Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, that Book wherein they are mention being called, 
©the Reve/ation of Feſrrs Chriſt, as the Author, delivered by an 
* Angel to John, as unto Chriſt's Scrive, commanding him to 
* write the ſeven Epiſtles, and to direct them to the Angels 
*of the Seven Churches, Two of which Angels Chriſt com- 
* mendeth 1n the ſame Epiſtles, for the good Diſcharge of 
* their FunQion. And 1s not Commendation Teſtimonial e- 
*nough, and an Argument of his Approbation ? The other 
*Five Biſhops (being more or Icls Delinquents) are Repre- 
* hended for Negle& of their C:ire, And 1s not Reproof of the 
© Neg- 
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© Negle( of Duty in the Officers, a Juſtification and Approba- 
© tion of their Offices? _ ; | 

© Finally, as thoſe which are Faithful in their Offices are 
*continued, fo they that were Obnox1ous are threatened, 7o 
© be removed, except they did Repent. So that here is no dif. 
© placing of any for a firſt Offence, nor yet an Eradicating the 
© whole Order, for the particular Abuſes of ſome : For he that 
©calleth for Repentance, and Amendment of Life in the 24. 
© niſters, intendeth a further Execution of their Mmiftration, 
© and Diſcharge of their Funttion in theſe Angels, which was a 
© Prelatical Superintendency, or Epiſcopacy, as hath been Teſti 
fied, not only by Proteſtant Divines of the Reformed 
© Churches, Fourteen in Number ; but allo ſo generally, that 
© Doctor &ultetus (Divinity Profeſlor of Feide/burgh) concern- 
© ing this Approbation-of Chriſt, ſaith, That all the moſt lear- 
"wed Interpreters have by Angels 4p gh Biſhops, nor can they 
© do otherwiſe without violence to the Text. 


*All Glory be to God through Jeſus Chriſt, the Biſhop of our 
© Souls, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith. Amen. 


kD ——— 
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REELECTION 


UPON 
A Paſſage na BOOK, Entitled, 


Vox CLAMANTIS. 


CF Am not alittle Abaſht, that tho' you, according to 
$8. 6. I ©to your geclar'd Principles, and Ordinary Pra- 
* lice, are Non-conformiſts, and Diflenters ; yet 
© upon Occaſion, and to get into Place and Office of Honour, 
© or Profit, you will, and can take any manner of Teſts, that 
{ have of hate been 1mpos'd ; alſo, that you can, on ſuch Occa- 
(ons, take the Sacrament according to the Form and Way of 
© che Church of England, though you never did before, nor per- 
© haps will ever do the ſame again, except on the like Seeger” a 
It is hardly to be 1magind, thatany Man, who would be 
thought to be a True Chriſtian, could ever be Guilty of a more 
Accurs'd and ATHEISTICAL practice than this, To 
make profeſſion of being a true Member of the Church of 
England, by taking the Sacrament of our LOR D's Body and 
Blood, having formerly frequented, and Reſolving again to fre- 
quent the 4//emb/ies of thoſe Men, who ſeparate themſelves 
from the Church of ZEng/and, not acknowledging the Autho- 
rity oft BISHOPS, nor approving the Book of COMM O N- 
PRAYER, as the Inſtrument of performing the publick 
Worſhip of almighty GOD. Such HYPOCRITES, who 
pretend thus at certain times to have Communion with the 
Church, being in their Hear:'s SEPARATISTS, ſhall Anow 
there is a GOD that Fuazeth in the Earth, who ſearcheth the 
Heart, and tryeth the Reins, And ſhall bring every Work into 
Judgment, with every ſecret thus, whether it be good, or whe- 
ther it be evil. 
E1XOT KTPIE INSOT-. 


